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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

humbly preſent ants 7 0,45 en expreſiion of that reſpe? 

porn p and ever ſhall wot” ro pr My + 

d:fireth that Tow world with frequent ſeriouſneſs conſider 

that weighty fpeech of Chriſt, viz. The word which 1 

Job.12. 48. haye ſpoken, the ſame ſhall judge youarthe laſt day. 

Foy therefore if You ſhould abide Lukewarm and regard- 

leſs of the matters of God (having heard the Dofirine_ 

and Prattice of Zeal Preached with Tony profeſſed appro- 

bation) what 4 blick azgravation of Tour guilt would 

this prove both be/ore men and Angels ? when Tou jhall 

reade this Sermen. I beſeech You remember That the_ 

Magiſiraie beareth nor the Sword in vain, b#t # or- 

dained by the Lord to be a terrour to evil doers, and 

for the praiſe of them that do well. F:rft Your ſelves 

miſt take heed of turning aſide from Gods Law either 

Dent. 17.30- tothe right hand or to the left, both in reference t0 

ſemper. cum Opinions and prattices, becauſe Your example is very in- 

principe ie, fluentiall, Anda Magiſtrates Tou are likewiſe obliged 
Magifirares eft 10 take care that Gods Commands be outwardly obſerved 

cuſtos utriuſqz by thery , over whom Providence. bath placed Tow. Theo 

tabule.. © Holy Ghoſt calleth Tow Shepherds and nurſing Fa- 

Iſa.49.23. . thers., which Titles do mare then whiſper with what 

Pater patria« . 4ffeFion and. Zeal You ſbould minde the welfare of the 

perſons over whom his hand hath ſet Ton. Holy Hiſtory 

records what heat and courace was raiſed in David (be- 

* Sam.17. 344 3ng charged with keeping his fathers ſheep) 4gain# a 

35-'Bear a4 4 Lion, when one Lamb war 67 danger to be 

devoured, And ſhonld not Magiſizates ſhew much 

more op che Flock of © 04, by their Zeal againſt 

Herdicks and wicked livers, by whomthe proples pretious 

* fouls are woſully endaigered : Doubrleff there is an 'un- 

wiſe anda cruel pity in thoſt Magiſtrates who wil through 

; Ys | indalzunct ; 


Rom, 1 3.4- 


i Pet,2.14, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatoty. 
indulgence 10 malefattours,. ſuffer them with impunity to 

proceed in broaching 'blaſphemies, and prafticing abomi- 

ations which maybe evertaſtingly prejudictall both to 

themſelves and others. For wickedneſs burneth as the 15.9.8. 
fire, it ſhall deyour the briers and thorns, and ſhall 

kindle in the thickets of the Forreſt, and they ſhall 

mount up as the = up of ſmoak. Therefore 

wonld it not be commendable Chriftian compaſſion , to 

ſave ſuch. with fear, pulling chem out of the fire, Jude r.2;. 
and. rather ſcorch them with the flame of Zeal, then 

give them Liberty to go ſecurcly unto hell, Neither muſs nar] 
you imagine that only civil tranſactions aud miſdemeanures bean, nonſolim 
betwixt. man. aud man come under Tour Furiſdiction. 1* Prin at 
Joſiah took away all the abominations our ot all the 2, ns 
Countries that pertained to the chaldren of Iſrac}, and im que ad 
made all char were preſent in Iſrael to ſerve, even to ,j,numl, ne 
ſerveche Lord their Ged, And David peaking of Je- ES EO. 
rnſalem, ſaith, Becauſe of the houſe of the Lord our * Cbro-34-33. 
God, I will ſeek thy good. Hezekiah alſo appointed ,;, 
the courſe of the Priefts and the Levites afcer their 
courſes, every man according to his ſervice, the 
Prizſts and Levites for burnt.offerings, and for 
peace-offeriags £o miniſter and to give thanks and to 3 Chron.3«.2, 
praiſe in the gates of the tents of the Lord : More- +. 
over he commanded the p2ople that dwelc in Jeru- 

{alem to give the portion of the Prieſts and the Le- 

vites that they might be encouraged in the Law of 

the Lord. It will be Your high Honour to imitate Feſus 

Chriſt, of whom we have in Holy Writ, this commenaa- 

tory Propheſie, He is like a Refiners fire, andlike Ful- mal. ;.z. 
lers ſope. And therefore tha: Tow may melt ont of men 
connaturalized evils, and parge away their foul enor- 
mites, 
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. The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


In boc Magi- ities, you muſt.not ach only. asordinary Chriſtians, but 


firam ſcrviun like Chriflian Magiftrates: (as\ Au 


uftine ##eth) lay- 


Domino, cum ea ing: forth Anthority and Power with Tour entereſt inall 


facium illi, que 
non poſſunt face 


re ifs tales, 
Aug. 


Tour relations; that known 'gr0f delinquents by Tour 
means may be throuehly reformed. Theſe ſhort hints 
(Right Honourable and Right Worſbipfull) my fairhſull 


- love to Your. ſelves, with reſfpett 10-the welfare of this 


Famous City ( committed to Tony Government): doth 


ſaggeit : And my hearty prayers ſhall be to the 41. 


mighty, that all the ſacred Truths with which'Yow are 
acquainted, and all the civil Authority with which You 
art entruſted, may be ſincerely improved: for Gods glory 
bere, and Tour own everlaſting comfort hereafter through 


Chrift, In whom 1 am: + 


Your ſervant to be commanded, 


 - Simeon Aſhe. 
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a=R x y,3.19. Be Zcalons. 


xp After Brightman judging theſe ſeven eAfran 

(4 Churches to be Types of the ſucceeding Re- 
PAR formed Churches of the Gentiles, accounteth 
the Church of Zng/arnd to be the Antitype to 
Lukewarm Zaodicea, Although I dare not 
atteſt this Notion of that Reverend, Holy 
man, yetI am very confident, that Eng/axd, Loxden, this 
Congregation, and every Member thereof, needeth this 
counſell, Be zealors. 

The Epiſtle is directed to the eAngel of the Church of the 
Laodiceans, v.14. ( by the word Angelall the Church Offi- 
cers being comprehended,) bur the counſell was intended 
for every Church-member, and ic concerneth every Chri- 
ſtian in every age of the world, unto whom this Epiſtle may 
providentially be handed. He that hath an ear, let him hear, 
What the Spirit ſaith #nto the Churches, v.22. | 
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% ' The Dodtrine of Zeal explained, 

My-Text;- Be zealoxs, is but one word inthe Original], 
yet it will adminiſter matter of a large Diſcourſe, wherein 
will endeavour to be compendious ;- wrapping up particu- 
lars ſo cloſe together as Ican, with reſpeQ uneo edification. 
The Point of D@eQtrine is-open and obvious, . (viz.) 

Dottr. Its the duty of every Chriſtian to be &ealoms, 

In the handling of this Point, I ſhall give in, 1. The full 
Explication from holy Scripture. 2. The faithfull Appli- 
caiton by Ule. F: > T5 

"Firſt, For-the clearing up of this Truth to our underſtand- 
ing; we may -enquire- after 1. The-figanficarion of the 
word, 2. The extenſion of the grace or pra@iſe, (viz.) 
Leal. 


Few niay,uald? The word here uſed ſpeaketh in the Originall wxcb heat, 


ſerve. and its tranſlated once and again-hor in this Epiſtle, 0.1 5,16, 


Some conjeRure that the word hath its derivation from the 
crowarirat,  hiſling noiſe in water, cauſed by the caſting of fire into it, 
verbum f:Aum 00 theconteſt of thoſe two contraries. And herein is im- 
# ſono ner2. lied that bot oppoſition which holy zeal willmake againſt 

the fleſh, world and devil, gainſaying God inhis govern- 

ment and glory... (* 
As for the extenſion of this duty of zeal, it hath its ori- 
allin the heart, and ſpreadeth ir felf through the whole 


LA a Y =. tn F Ke . 


Holy zeal hath an influence into all the affeRion&, both cox- 

cupiſcible and iraſcible. S* Paul ſpeaking of the Corinthians 

: Cor. 14. 12, longing dr ſpres, doth thus. EXPre bimſelf, Te are zealous of 
39. Plearnall gifts: and our Tranſlators render the ſame word 

cover, which ſignifieth an earneſt craving. And the /arge 
1;ve- which ſome profeſſed: towards: the Galatians, is thus 
ſuggefied, Tbey.zeatonſfly affe& you. That zeal for which 
Phineas is recorded to his everjaſting commendation, did 
* comprehend the-greatneſs, both of his grief and-«xper, as 
the Hiſtory doth, clearly evidence. And the Apoſtle thusre- 
2.Cor 11.22 portceth his fears of the Corinthians Apoſtacy, 7 am jealens 
(or zealous) over you, With godly jealonfeee That which the 
Philuſopher ſpeaketh of naturall fire, is therefore applicable 
Bo. t0 


Gal.4.17: | 


Num.25.6.8, 


- 


The Dotrine of Zeal explained. 


to this fire ſpirituall. As fire hath various operations 'upon p; ju de- 


things of a different nature,either to congregate or ſeparate ; 


menti eſt, 4g- 


in like manner worketh holy zeal in thoſe boſoms wherein gregare que 


God hath kindled it, into' much heat for good and againſt 
evil. And as fire which burneth upon the hearth, warmeth 
the whole room; in like manner the flame of holy zeal in the 
ſoul, is influentiall in its operations, through the Chriſtians 
whole converſation. That which the Prophet Feremiah 
ſpeaketh concerning Gods Word, being /ike fire in 214 bones, 
it would break forth, is true concerning this fire of zeal; 
for owt of the abundance of the heart the month ſpeaketh. Thar 
deſcription which D* Ames giveth of zeal, I judge very con- 
ſiderable, wiz. 1t is the intenſive quantity of obedience, This 
ſuggeſteth both its extenſion unto all ſervices wherein God 
is pleaſed to imploy us, and that intenfion of ſpiric which 
ſhould be expreſſed in all, Tt is obſervable that the Apoſtle 
calleth that affeionateneſs of the Corinthians, their zeal : 
whereby they in their charity were affectionately forward, 
as the Macedonians therein ated not only ro 1hity power, but 
beyond their power, Whereby it is manifelt, that holy zeal 
ſheweth it ſelf with much vigour, both in reference to the 
Commandments of the firit and ſecond Table. And that it 
worketh, both for good commanded, and againſt evil inhi- 


bited, itis clear from the words immediatly following the - 


Text, Be zealous and repent. For repentance, ( being rhe 
ſinners ——_—_— from ſizneto God) fetteth the crue convert 
upon an affetionate conteſt againſt that which diſpleaſeth 
the Lord, and for that which 1s pleaſing in his ſight. Now 
\ whereas all Chriſtians are to be like Nehemiah his labourers, 
(of whom it is ſaid,that every oxe with onc of his hands wrought 
inthe work, and with the other hand held a weapon) both in 
working and warring in their converſation here upon earth, 
they muſt be zezalows, warm and vigorous in the one, as in 
the other, | | 

Theſe things being thus briefly premiſed for the explain- 
ing of the DoQrine, and the duty therein required, fair way 
is hereby made for the full confirmation thereof by Scripture 
B 2 evidence. 
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ſunt ejuſdem 
genert, que dit» 
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Jer. 20,9. 


Matth, 12,3 4+ 


Duantitas 11t- 
tenſsvs obedr- 
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2 Cor.g-10.& 
2 Cor. 9.2. 
with cap. 8.3. 


Ezek. 14.6. 
AR.20, 21, 


Net.4.17. 


DOG AST Ont a . 


A FOI. by OW . - 
_—_— oh _—— TOE hs 
: 5 On £ 


ME ANTE 


I ee te CI En "= TAs abi Em : . 
wry OR TEE LE $7 Trmntt eng rae t rm mmm cents ern 
Le TIED 46 
© Ap. eds - 


AR.:7.16, 


i King.19:T0, 


Num 25-13, 


Jud2 18, 34. 


The Dottrine of Zeal explained, 
evidence. Wherein 1 ſhall, endeavour two things tegether, 
vi2,-1- To particularize the feverall objets about which 
zeal.is to. be exerciſed, 2. To hint ( asI paſs through the 
particulars) the reaſons wherefore zeal ſhould be exerciſed 
in every. one of them. | 

I will begin with the good, for which heavenly zeal muſt 
burn in our hearts and flame forth in our lives. This is dou. 
ble: viz. 1. Supream. 2. Subordinate, 

The firſt and moſt ſupream good, is God himſelf, for 
whom we all ſhould alwaies be on a flame through holy zeal, 
It was upon this account that S* Pauls ſpirit was ftirred With- 
in him, when he ſaw the Whole City of Athens given to [d6- 


Litry ; becauſe the honour of God, the only crue God, was 


herein much concerned. 

Andit will be acknowledged reaſonable, that in reference 
to-Divine Majeſty we ſhould be hot and zealous, if we con- 
ſider, 1. Either his incomparable excellencies and abſo- 
lute Soveraignty in the world. I have been. very jralous (faith 
Elijah) ſer the Lord God of heſts. Souldiers ſee cauſe to be 
on.a flame in their Generals corcernments, and ſhall not we 
be hot in reference to God, the Gencraliſſimo, the Comman- 
der in chief of all the forces in the world ? 

2. Or our profeſſed propriety in him, Do we not call and 


. account him our God? Ic is recorded to the everlaſting 


commendation of. Phineas, that he Was zealous for bis God. 
His praQi& in this regard is for our imitation. 
3. Andthathe.is, as in himſelf, ſo unto us, the chiefeft 


.g00d, the only Allſufficient and ſatisfying portion. Micah 


marvelled that any ſhould aska reaſon of his paſſionate hear, 
who knew that violence was done upon his Idols : Te have 


ataken away my. gods Which 1 made, and What have 1 more ! 


And what in this that je ſay unto me, What aileth the: ? How 


"much better may we plead in the defence of the higheſt de- 
_ grec of holy heat atcainable and expreſlible in the behalf of 


Jehovah our ever-bleſſed God, 
Secondly, The ſubordinate good for which we muſt 
ſhew. our zeal with. reference unto God, is manifold; 


I'will. 


The Doftrine of Zeal explained, 


1 will give inſtance im five particulars. | 

]. We ſhould zcalouſly ſeek to be furniſhed with all thoſe 
gifts and graces-of Gods Spirit, which may render us con- 
tormable co his Laws, and ſerviceable to his praiſe. Deſire, 
yea cover earneſtly (faith the Apoſtle) ſpirituall gifts, and 
follow after charity. Be zealcis for them, purſue with vio- 
lence (as the words import) the procuring, the increaſing 
of thole abilities which may make you inftrumentall in the 
ſervice of God and his people. The Lord was pleaſed. with 
Solomon, being more deſirous of wiſdom, that he might be 
publickly ſerviceable, then of ſuch other gifts, which might: 
have-been perſonally advantagious, In like manner ought 
Magiſtrates, Miniſters, and allo private Chriſtians, labori- 
ouſly to look after thoie qualifications and endowments , 
whereby they may fruitfully fill their places and relations, 
according. to Gods command. And the reaſonableneſs of 
zeal in ſuch endeavours, will readily be confeſſed, becauſe 
the howonr, the ſtrength,. the riches and the beauty of mans. 
immortall ſoul, are comprized in grace, and gracious con- 
formity to che minde and expectations of the Almighty. But: 
theſe chings I muſt not enlarge. | 

I'. We ſhould be-zealous in the exerciſe of graces re- 
ceived, whenſoever ſervice 1s performed. hat /orver thy hand 
findeth to do ( ſaith Solomon) do it with thy might. And 
St Paul having perſwaded Miniſterial} ſervices of men in 
Office, as alſo mutuall a&ts of Chriſtian charity, adderh this 
admonition, Nor ſlothfull ia baſineſs, fervent 1# ſpirit, ſer- 
ving the Loyd. Yea the ſame Apoſtle dealing with ſervants 
about their relative duties, giveth this diretion, Be obedi- 
ent in ſingleneſs of your keart, deing the will of God. frem- the 
heart. The twelve Tribes have this teftimoniall left on re- 
cord for their commendation, that zhey were 3nſtantly ſer- 
uing God. day axd night : The Originall word doth import 
an affeQtionate extenſion of ſpiric, (which is zeal); in their 
obedience. How goodly a ſight is ic to'behold a Magiſtrate 
upon the Bench, a Miniſter in the Pulpic, and every Chriſtt- 
an in_his place and imployment, warm at his work, diſco- 
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Phil. r. 37. 


Phil.1, 17, 
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The Doi#rine of Zeal explatned. | 
vering that he doth Hoc agere, make'his preſent imployment 
his buſineſs in good earneft. And if the neceſlity, utilicy, 
with the' delight and honour which attend all obedientiall 
undertakings according to Divine preſcriptions, be duly 
weighed, we ſhall eaſily yield,that in all them we have cauſe 
tO be z:a/052, 

HI, We muſt be zealous in the defence of all ſacred truths 
revealed. and recorded in the holy Scriptures. 7 gave all di- 
ligence, (faith fade) and it was needfall for me to Write unto 
Jon, to exhort you, that yon ſhonld earneſtly contend for the 
faith. Saints ſhould wreſtle ( wherein men are wont to bes 
ſtow vigor of body and minde) that the doctrine of faith 
may not fall to the ground. And S* Pas! telleth us,that this 
isan Evangelicall practice, Let your converſation (faith he) 
be as it becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt, ſtriving together for the | 
faith of the 4.) 20 Though this appertaineth co all Chrifti- 
ans, yet is it eſpecially incumbent upon Miniſters, to ſtand as 
ſtout Champions for the DoArines of Gods grace, becauſe 
ſet on purpoſe by the Lord, for the defence-of the Goſpel ; and 
therefore it may well become them, ro rejoyce though ſacri- 
ficedin this ſervice. Here I might reckon up many of thoſe 
pretious Truths ( of more worth then gold, then much fine 
gold ) concerning the Sabbath, Sacraments, Miniſtry, Di- 
ſcipline, &-c: wofully, wickedly gainſayed in theſe times of 
Apoftacy, in the preſervation whereaf our ſpirits ſhould 
ſparkle through holy heat. And doubtleſs if we did look 
upon Scripture truths as /parks of Deity, the Chnrches T rea- 


ſure, beams of light to guide us unto acquaintance and com- 


\ revelations ofthe Goſpel ? 


munion with God, in waies of peace and joy, we ſhould 
then-fee abundant reaſon, in reference unto them, to be ar- 
dent and affectionate, We reade of many thouſands of 7ews 
Who Were all zealous of the Law, Now if they were piping 
hot ( as we Proverbially expreſs it) for Ceremonies and 
dark ſhadows, 'yea for ſuch obſervances as were toylſom, 
and wherein they found leſs ſweetneſs: what a ſhameis it for 
Chriſtians to be key-cold, for more open, ſubſantiall, ſpiritual 


IV. We 


The DoiTrineof Zeal explained. 


IV. We muſt be zealous for all inſtituted worſhips, all 
thoſe ſacred Ordinances, which bear the ſtamp of Divine 
mſtitution, viz, rhe Preaching of Gods Word, the admi- 
nitration of Sacraments, &c. In this regard it was that Da- 


vid thus profeſſeth unto God, The zeal of thine honſe hath Plal.69.9. 


eaten me De 


Now in reference hereunto there ſhould be zeal, -1.That 


theſe ſacred adminiftrations may be preſerved not only from 


utter abolition, but alſo from prephane pollution : Thus 


our Saviour in zeal to Gods houſe, driveth out of the T emple, 
both perſons and things which did defile. And we accord- 


Joh.z.15,17, 


ing to our places, ſhould endeavour to preſerve burning Joh: 5.35+ 


lights that they may not be extinguiſhed, and witball do 
what we can, that thoſe which burn dimly may be ſnuffed. 
Together with care to have holy Ordinances diſpenſed fre- 
- quently, we ſhould do our utmoſt that they may be admi- 
niſtred purely. | 

2. That in order hereto, Gods own Officers (men Com- 
miſlionated by himſelf) may be ſecured from wrong, and 
every way incouraged in their Miniſteriall attendar.ces upon 
his Majeſty. Good Obadiah is recorded as a preſident well 
worth imitation in this particular, who fearing God greatly, 
being full of holy affeQions in evil times, took an hun 
of Gods Prophits, (men approved dy the Lord) and rd them 
ing cave, and fed them With bread and Water. That ſome 
Who hadacall and Commiſſion from God to keep fire upon 
his Altar, might be continued, he zealouſly undertaketh a 
coſtly charge, and runneth a great hazard by a work which 
might expoſe him to breaking by the then Supream power, 

3.” And that holy Diſcipline likewiſe may be ereted and 
exerciſed in the Churches of Chriſt, As Nehemiah and bis 
aſſociates built the Gates and Wals of 7eru/a/em , being 
means of publick preſervation, both of Ordinances and of 
them who attendedupon the Lord in the uſe of them, 

Now the equitableneſs of exerciſing zeal in this reſpec, 
may be evidenced by theſe particulars, which I will only 
name, without amphfication, 

1, Gods 


I King,18.3,4 


_ 2 Sam.4,21. 


Iſa4-5. 


Exck, 34-26, 


Pſal. 36.8, 


1 Cer.5.5. 


1 Pet. 4,5. 


Col.4.13. . 


2 Cor.g.2. 


Eſth.4- I I, 16, 
With c4þ.7. 3,4. 


The DoB#rine of Zeal explained, 
1, Gods Ordinances are. the honour of places where en: 


Joyed. The Ark was called the Glory of 1/rael. 


2. They are as ammunition, means of defence unto thoſe 
who poſſeſs and improve them : And »pon at the glory al 
be a defence, © © ry 

3. ne belong peculiar engagements for bleſſing. And 

I will make the places about my Hill a blefſing, and I will cauſe 
the ſhewr to come down inits ſeaſon, and there ſball be ſhowrs 
of bleſſing. 
' 4- Theyare both food and phylick for the ſoul, accord- 
ing to its neceſſities. As David ſpeaketh of ſatisfying fat- 
neſs, and of a river of pleaſures in Gods howſe ; . $0 St Paul 
preſcribeth che Ordinance of Church. Diſcipline, for the 
curing of him, whoſe diſeaſe, through ſcandall, was mor- 
tally dangerous to himſelf and infeCtious to others, That hi 
ſpirit may be ſaved in the day of the Lord feſxs. 

V. We muſt be zealous for Gods ſervants. Have fer- 
vent charity (ſaith St Peter) amongFt your ſelves. And this 
commendatory teſtimony'is given of Epaphras, that he had 
great zeal for the Chriſtian Coloſſians. 

This heat of affeRion towards reall Saints ſhould be ay. 
ally manifeſted as occaſion may be offered. 

I. In ſupplying their neceſlities, when pinched with want. 
This was that work of zeal in the Corinthians, when by their 
{iberall contributions for the relief of che poor Saints at Zee 
ruſalem, th:y provoked many. 

2. In ſecking their ſafety, when endangered by the plots 
and practiſes of over-powring Perſecutors, Herein Queen 
Eſther was a famous example, whoſe burning love towards 
her people ( the Jews deſigned to deſtruRtion) reſolved to 
adventure her own life, that ſhe might preſerve theirs, 
Though there was a Law that no one ſhould upon pain of 
death come to the King, except called, yet ſhe determined 
to Petition for the people of God, faying, 1f 7 periſh, 7 perifs 
The ftory is well worth conſideration, but I muſt not enlarge 
my ſelf upon it, | 

3, In labouring to vindicate their innocency, when inju- 
riouſly 


The Doftrine of Zeal explained. 


riouſly defamed. It was a cordiall comfort unto Titwe,when 
in this regard the fervent minde (the zeal) of the Corinthians 
in appearing for the repute of S* Pax, when traduced by the 
falſe Apoſtles, And doubtleſs it is the duty of Chriftians to 
maintain the credit of their Miniſters and of one another 
when reproachfully beſpactered by landerous tongues. 

Neither doth there want reaſon for zeal in this particular, 
4s in the four formerly mentioned. 

I. Becauſe Gods people are in themſelves of incompara- 
ble more worth then others. The Saints oz earth areexcel- 
lent : And therightes:5 75 more ex-ellent then his netg byoar. 

2. They are of farre greater value in.the account of God. 
They are his Jewels, and his peru/iar Treaſure, whereas the 
wicked are but as lumber, and the Lord throweth them aſide 
like dreſs. 

3. And they are the moſt proficable members of the 
places where they dwell; by their prayers, as Moſes : by 
their preſence, 'as Lot in S2dom, They like pillars, bearup 
the frame of Church and State, otherwiſe all would fall into 
rubbiſh, into ruin?. They make up breaches, when ſeas of 
miſeries, or armies of undoing calainities are ready violently 
to break in upon a Nation. 

Fn all theſe regards, there is very good reaſon why we 
ſhould be zealous in the bebalt of Gods people, who fear 
before him. And I might here take up a lamentation, be- 
cauſe ſuch are not only ſleighted in their credit and comforts, 
but oppoſed by the helliſh fiery indignation of roo many 
who are malignantly diſpoſed rowards them. But I muſt 
forbear. 


9 


2 Core7.7. 


Plat. I 6. 3, 
Provy.t2. 26. 


Mal.5. 17. 
Exod.19.5. 
Plal.119.1 19. 


Exod.32. 
Gen.1g, 
Plal.75- 3. 
Iiz.1.9, 
Iia.58.:2, 


Secondly, Having thus farre ſuggeſted the good, ( both -. 


things and perſons) for which we ſhould be zealors, i pro- 
ceed to declare the evils, againſt which zeal ſhould break 
forth like fire. And becauſe I have beea fo large in the for. 
mer, I will be the ſhorter in this which followeth : pointing 

only at particulars, without amplifications, 
Firſt, Men muſt be zealous againſt the evil of ſin, againſt 
all violations of Gods Law, whether by others, or by them- 
C ſelves. 
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Plal.119. 139- | ha : 
+ forgotten thy words, And to prove his ſincerity bereio, ler 


2 Sam. 24,"0. 


3 Cor. 11-2,3, 


2 Tim. 2.17, 


The Dodrine of Zeal explained, 
ſelves. The Plalmiſt profeſſech thus much before the Lord, 


My zeal bath even conſumed me, becauſe mine. enemies have 


it be conſidered by the aggravations caſt upon his own 
fias, what burnings there were in his boſom againſt chem, 
When he had offended by numbring the people, (which was 
only circumſtantially ſinful), pride and carnall confiderce 
being added unto an action which in its nature was lawfull) 
thus in zealous diſlike he expreſſeth himſelf, 7 have ſinned 
greatly in hat I have done, and I have done very fooliſoly, 
Now the evils of fin, againſt which zeal muſt burn, are both 
evil, ſinful}, 1. Opinions; 2. and praftiſes. 

I. Erroneous opinions, repugnant to the Word of truth, 
(with which we im this Land, yea in this City, are wofully 
filled and infeQted) thoſe opinions (TI ſay) are ſuch evils as 
we ſhould endeavour to conſume with the flames of zeal. 

1, For they pollute, yea poyſon. mans minde, the moſ 
noble faculty of the ſoul. It ſeemeth to be upon this ground 
that the Apoſtle Pax! found ſome burnings in his boſom, in 
relation to the Corinthians, leſt through the ſubcilty of ſe- 
ducers, their mindes ſhould be corrupted from that ſimplicity 
which s in Chriſt, Men will with heat of indignation caſt 
dirt and filth out of pretious veſſels, 

2. And they will eat 45 a canker or a gangrene, ©.S St Panl 
doth affure us. Errours will ſpread taft and farre, if not 
checked , as manifold lamentable examples amongſt our 
ſelves do manifeſt. They run from the heads into the hearts, 
end from the hearts into the lives of thoſe who are infe&ed 
with them. Firſt men bave unſound judgements, and then 
rotten hearts, and then ſcandalous lives. Yea this contagi- 
on is carried from perfon to perſon, from City to Country, 
from one Land to another, like the plague of Peſtilence or 
Leprofie,as is notorious in theſe our wofull erroneous times. 
And therefore we have good reaſon, with zeal to withſtand 
them, | 

II. Evil practiſes alſo ſhould zealouſly be oppoſed, whe- 
4her they appear in our ſelvesor others. The Goſpel-Pro- 
phet 


The DoFrixeof Zed explained. _ 
phetdoth metaphorically declare with what heat and height 
of hatred,ſin, with the occafions and inſtruments thereof, 
ſhould be caſhiered by all true penitents, Te ſhall defile al/o 
the covering of thy graven images of ſilver, and the ornament 
of thy molten Images of gold; thou ſhalt caſt thems away as a 
menſtruom cloth, thou ſhalt ſay unto it, Get thee hence, 
And it is remarkable with what a flame of affe&ion. Pax! 
and Barnabas did gainſay thoſe who would ſinfully have 
offered ſacrifice tothem, they rent their cloatbes, aud ranin A&,r4.14,15 
among the people, crying ont, and ſaying, Sirs, Why do ye theſe 
things ? &C. 
Neither is it without great reaſon, that the fire of zeal 
ſhould flame forth againſt wicked praiſes. For beſides Pkil.z. 18,19, 
the great diſhonour thertby done unto God and Jeſus Jer. 5.25. 
Chriſt, ſinners themſelves are deeply endangered. Sirfne 1{2.59.2- 
doth keep away good things, ſeparating betwixt God and _ -—__ 
the ſinner, and doth alſo draw down judgements, both per- 1 
ſonall and publick., | 
Secondly, As we muſt be zealous againſt evil things, 
whether opinions or practiſes, ſo likewiſe againſt evil per- 
ſons. This was not the leaſt part of the commendation given 
of the Church of Epheſus, Thou canſt not bear them Which are R*V-2-2. 
evil. And its obſervable, that though ſhe was enriched 
with patience, and therefore could endure croſſes; yet falſe 
teachers, wicked perſons were a burthen incollerable. Here 
might be remembred the zeal of Phineas againſt Zimri and Num.z5. 
Coſoy ; of Nehemiah againft the prophaners of the Sabbath z Net13- _ 
and of Eliah againſt the Prieſts of Baa/; which might be * $218.40: 
enlarged from the ſeverall Hiſtories : But I ſhall only ſay 
thus much, that every one ſhould a& within the compaſs 
of his place and calling (whether Magiſtrate, Miniſter, or 
private Chriſtian) zealouſly againſt allchem who are noto- 2,1, ,4 ,;. 
rious ſinners in Zion. And theſe particulars will conclude #is ad vinde- 
the reaſonableneſs of this praQtice. candam Dei in- 
x. Becanſe ſuch perſons are oppoſites unto God himſelf, j#rian vel ad 
This. very conſideration was ſufficient to kindle a flame in —_ 
Davids boſom, Do xot I hate —_ 0 Lerd, that hate yes Plr89.21,22; 
2 and © 
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Job.2.15, 


Matth,31.z3, 


i Kin,t8.18, 


Jeſh.7.25- 


Pſal.106,30. 


withNum.z5.: 
T, 


Uſer. 


To Reproye 


i. N-uters. 


AQ.8, I Z, 


$7; 


The Do#trine of Zeal explained, 
and am not 1 prieved With them that riſe up agairſt thee? I 
hate them With a perfe&t hatred, I count them mine enemies. 
And this alſo heated Chriſt himſelf againſt: them who pollu- 
red the Temple, He whipped rhem ont, laying, Ton have mad: 
my Fathers houſe a den of thieves. | x 
. 2, Becauſe they are peſts unto Church and Common- 
wealth, It was Ahab and his affociates in waies of [dolatry, 
who troubled 1/rae/. And this thought ſharpened the ſpi- 


rit of fo/hn4againlt Achar ; 7oſhua [aid, Why haſt thou trou- 


bled ts ? The Lord ſhall troxble thee this day : And all Iſrael 
ſtoned bim With ftoxcs. 

3. Becauſe zealous oppoſition againſt ſuch perſons ac- 
cording to the minde of God, may be a means to prevent 
or ſtop thoſe publick judgemenW to which their evils do ex« 

oſe us. This is verified in the conſequence of the zeal of 
Phinzeas, He ſtood up and execnted judgement, and the plague 
Was ſtated. 

Thus having according to promiſe, lajd before you, both 
the good for which, and theevil againft which,weare toe 
zealous," topether with the Reaſons of both : I now pro- 
ceedto the Application of my Dodrine by way of Uſe. 

And the Uſe which I will make hereofſhall be double, the 
one for Reproof, the other for Exhortation. | 
_ In way of Reproof I muſt make bold to blame four ſorts 
of perſons, whoſe converſations are croſs unto this Do- 
Qrine of Zeal; the equitableneſs and .neceffity whereof, I 
have ſpread defore you , with Scripture light and aus 
thority. 

Firſt, All Neuters in matters of Religion, who will nei- 
ther be pro nor cox, neither defendants nor opponents in 
ſuch like buſineſſes. Such a fellow was Gallio rhe Deputy of 
Achaia : Though the Fews made inſarreflion With one accord 
againſt Paul; and the Greeks took ' Soft henes the chief Ruler of 


. the Synagogue, and beat him before the Judgement ſeat : yetit 


is ſaid, Gallio cared for noxe of theſe thinge. Too many a- 
monglt us, even perſons who in reſpeR of their places and 
power, might ſuppreſs much evil; yet judge it their pru- 
5s | : dence 
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The Pradtice of Zeal perſwaded. EE 
dence to ſit {till, - with their hands in their pockets (as it 
were) and will neither meddle nor make though Gods Mi- 
nifters be abuſed, his Ordinances interrupted, the work of 
Reformation derided, Sabbaths prophaned, ec. 

I have four things ro commend unto the thoughts of theſe 
perſons, for their humbling and amendment. 

1, That this Neutrality 1s an infallible demonſtration of a 
graceleſs heart. For Gods grace is in operation like #»to 
fire, (as frequent paſſages in holy Scriptures witneſs) which 
will diſcover it ſelf by flame, or ſmoak, or heat, ircannot be 
hid. I here remember a ſpeech of Solomon, which is appli- 
cable to my purpole, Cara mancarry fire in ns boſom and 
his cloathes not be burnt ? This interrogation concludeth 
the certainty of fire its acFing, whereſoever kindled, and 
doubtleſs it is ſo with ſaving grace, in every Repgenerate 
breaſt. 

2. That this Neutrality will be interpreted contrariety by 
the Lord, though men may have a moreedayourable opint- 
on of it, calling it prudence and diſcretion. He that # not 
with me, :s againſt me, (ſaith Chriſt) aud he that gathereth 
not With me ſcattereth abroad. A man contracteth: the guilt 
of that murther, which (upon evidence given) he might 
have hindered. The application of this 1 leave: to mens 
conſciences. 

3. That fins of omiſſion draw down Gods curſe upon the 
heads of Neuters. Curſe ye Aeroz ( ſatth the Angel of the 
Lord) Curſe ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof, becauſe they 
came not to the help of the Lord, And Jeſus Chriſt hath fore- 
told the eternall ruine of all ſuch who are regardleſs of him, 
in the members of his myfticall body. Theſe ſh.ill go into ever- 
laft ing puniſhment... bh 

4. Laſtly, Let me expoſtulate with theſe people. Sup- 
poſe'when man was fallen into the gulf of miſery by ſinne, 
and was in thraldom to the fleſh, the world and devil; fſup- 
poſe; Tay, that then the Lord ſhould have kept at a diltance, 
and not have'appeared for mans deliverance, how ſad would 
the condition of 'all mankinde have been unto all eternity ! 


EY 


Matth 3-21, 
A&.2* 3,4. 


Prov.6.37. 


Marth 12, 30, 


Judg.5.29- 
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2, Lukewarm. 


The Prattice of Zeal per ſwaded. 
and. yet God was no way bound to ſpeak or a& for manz 
reſcueand ſalvation. How unworthy a thing therefore is it 
for them who-expe& Redemption by Chriſt, .co abide care. 
lefs Neuters when they are called to b- zealous for him | 

The ſecond ſort who come under Reproof, are all Luke- 
warm Laodiceans, whole tepid temper and mediocrity in the 
things of God, being before ſharply reprehended, did occa- 


ſion this good counſell in my Text, B: z:4/01s. 


yer(.16, 


As lukewarm water hath in it a mixture of heat and cold: 
ſo theſe perſons, though 'they are aſhamed to be ſo carnall, 
ſo irreligious,” as many are, and therefore take upon them 
the profeſſion of Religion ; yet they are afraid to be more 
forward then ordinary,-.left they ſhould be brought into 
trouble. The Prophet Hoſeah compareth theſe people unto 
a cake half baked; they are neither bread nor dough, but 
half one, and half the other, They are ( as our Proverb 
expre(ſeth it ) *neither fiſh nor fleſh ; but Jacks on both 
fides, as times and companies require. They will run with 
the Hare and hold with the Hound. As 7-das, now for 
Chriſt, and then for the Scribes and Phariſees to ſerve his 
own.turn; evenas the Miller who turneth his Mill to take 
the-advantage of every winde. England I think was never 
more full of perſons thus diſpoſed : Oh that God would 
givethem, from the conſideration of that ſmart expreſiion 
before the Text, ſeriouſly to minde the danger of this ſinne 
of Lukewarmneſs, Becan/e thou art Inkewarm, and neither 
cold nor bot, 1 will ſpew thee out of my month. From hence 
wiſh you to conſider two things, 1. What is threatned. 
2. By whom. | | 

Firſt, The matter of the mn is, to be ſpewed ont of 
the month ; wherein are intimated, diſlike, cauſing rejeRion, 
without hope of reception, As the ftomack made ſick by 
lukewarm water, doth caſt it up with deteftation, and is 
unwilling to recelve its yomit _-_ | | 

Secondly, The perſon who thus threatneth the Lukewarm 
is Jeſus Chrift. This conſideration greatneth the danger, 
becauſe be is the only Mediator of: peace betwixt God and 


man: 


The Prai#ice of Zeal perſwaded. | 


man : therefore if he ſpew our ſinners with abhorsency, 


; 5 
I ; 


what hope can there be, of reconciliation with God. 'The 
ſumme of all cometh to this, 24x. that a Lukewarm Church 


in generall, and Lukewarm perſons in particular lie open to 


Divine deteſtation and dereliction. Ang how fad this judge- 
ment is, I cannot diſcover : But let me,give a touch upon 
thoſe words of Chrift, in his Epiſtle to Lukewarm Laodices, 
1 Wwenld then Wert cold or hot, whence it appeareth that irs 
better in ſome reſpes to be key-cold, then only Lukewarm 
in waies of Religion. This I may net inlarge, though ic 
may be hinted under theſe beads, becauſe their ſinnes are, 
1. Moſt diſhonourable to God, and diſgracefull co his Ocdi. 
nances. 2; Moſt grievous and ſtinging to the hearts of the 
godly. 3. Means of greateſt bardening to the wicked. 


. 4, And themſelves are put into a greater incapacity of a 


through change, by ſaving converſion. 

The third fort who deſerve rebuke, are thoſe whoſe zeal 
and heat is not defeQtive in the degree, but-in the kinde ; 
their fire is not purely Elementary, but ſmoakingly culinary ; 


' fire which rather afcendeth froxs hell, then ſuch as deſcendeth 


from beaven. Here i might ſhew in how many evil ſenſes 
the. word zeal is taken in Scripture, which fire ſhould ra- 
ther be quenched then increaſed, viz; 1. Envy. 2. In- 
dignation. 3. and Jealouſie : but theſe particulars my time 
will not allow me leave to ſpeak unto. I will only point at 
two wofull effeRts of this wilde fire, this wicked heat, which 
burneth in the boſoms of coo many. | 

1. Working fury and violence in the practice and de- 
fence of evil. Such the Prophet complaineth of, compa- 
ring them to an oven Which barneth lice a flaming fire : Which 
Interpreters apply. to the crayrerous tierceneſle of thoſe 
times in murthering their Kings, And ſuch ſparks did fly 
abroad out of the Idolatrous hearts of Diana-worſhippers, 
who being oppoſed, Were ful! of wrath and cried ont ſaying, 
Great ts Diana of the Epheſiars, Such like fires are frequent 
every where, amongſt men who are wedded to wicked 
cuſtoms, and have ſold themſelves to the practice of ini- 


quity, 


verl,15, 


Rom. 2.24. 
Ezr.g.1,2,3, 
Ezek.16.54, 
Matth, 21,31, 


3 3» 


3. Sinfull zea- 
Ots, 


Jam. 3.6, 


ARc.7.9. 

Ac 5.17, 
Proav.5. 34. as 
the Septuagint 
render the 


- word, 


Hol. 7.6. 


AR. 19.28. 


Judg.6.30- 


[, 
AQ&.9.1. 
& 26.11, 


1 Tim.t.13. 
with Eph.3.6. 


N-h.4. I1,4,5. 


4. Oppoſcrs of 
Zeal. 


2 King. 9- Il. 
AQ.26.24. 


Tſa,$.29. 


Ag.13.9,10. 


The Praitice of Zeal ptr ſwaded. 
quity, whoſe miſery the Scripture doth almoſt every where 
manifeſt. | ; 

2. And cauſing vehement oppoſition againſt that which 
is good, and choſe who practiſe it. When Gideos liad cur 
down the Altar of Baa/, the men of the City were ali on; 
flame, They came to 7oaſh and ſaid, Bring ont thy ſon that hy 
may die, becanſe he hath cut down the Altar of Baat. Thus 
Pas before his converſion, breathed ozt ſlaughter agninf 
the Diſciples of the Lord; and (as himſelf conteſſeth) wa 
mal againſt them. Now what ſhall I fay to theſe perſons? 
If this their-fiery rage be the effet of ignorance, there may 
be the more hope of their finding mercy wich the Lord unto 
forgivenefle, (as Paml did) bur if it proceed from malice, 
notwirhſtanding conviction, their fin will nor fo eaſily be 
pardoned. Truly I tremble waen TI ſeriouſly conſider that 
dreadfull execration of Nehemiah, againſt Sanballat and. 
T obiah, Who took, great indignation againſt Gods people, oc, 
Hear O our God, and cover not their iniquit), analet not their 
ſin be blotted ont. | 

The fourth and laſt ſort to be reprehended, are ſuch who 
be ſo farre from being zealous themſelves, that they endea- 
vour to blow out this fire, whereſoever they finde it burn- 
ing in others, Alas how many quexch-coals in this kinde are 
ro be found in every place where the flame of holy zeal 
breaketh forth in any, for good and againſt evil. Thelc 
are the devils journey-men, faRors for hell, who make it 
their buſineſs to caſt water upon all ſparks of grace which 
they eſpy in them, with whom they do converſe, And this 
they do, | 

7. Either by reproaches, accounting zeal frantick fury: 
As the Prophet was calleS a mad fellow, and Paul for the 
ſame reaſon was ſaid to be beſide him/elf. To ſtop men in this 
way of wickedneſs, I heartily with them to weigh well the 
words of Iſaiah, Wo unto them that call goodevil; as allo 
the cenſure paſſed by S* Paal upon Elimas, ftigmatizing him 
as the childe of the devil, becauſe he ſpake evil of the right 
Wites of the Lord. | 
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2. Or byderiding with ſcoffs and taunts thoſe who ex- 
preſs more heat of affection then others in the concernments 
of God. As Michal mocked her husband Dxvid, becauſe he 
danced before the Ark, and ſaid, How glorious Was the 
King of Iſra:l to day, Who uncovered himſelf, as one of the 
vain fellows nncovereth himſelf ſham:fully ? But letit be mar- 
ked how Divine diſpleaſure was expreſſed againſt her, for 
this miſcarriage, Therefore Michal the aanghter of Saul had 
»o child untill the day of her death. 

3. Or by diſwading the continuance of it. Such the Apo- 
ſtle blameth amonglt the Ga/arians, who argued againſt 
their forwardneſs in Goſpel-obedience; and withall doth 
ſuggeſt the danger of that praQtice, Ye aid run Well, Who did 
hinder you ? viz, Who endeavoured to flow and flacken 
your pace, to retard and dull your motions; he ſhall bear his 
judgement Whoſoever he be. Doubtleſſe the Lord will ſooner 
or later reckon with all them, who do dare to abate the 
fervour and forwardneſſe of his people in the waies of 


from ReproofI procecd unto the Uſe of Exhor- 
1, Perſwade by Arguments. 
2, Promote by Means. 3. And dire& by Rules, the duty of 
the Text, Be 2ealors. 

Firſt, I begin with the Motives, whereby we may be pro- 
voked to ſeek the increaſe of holy zeal, And truly I think 
this ſabject moſt needtull and ſeaſonable in theſe declining 
times upon which we are fallen, wherein the Predition of 
our Saviour is fulfilled, Any falſe prophets ſball ariſe and 
deceive many ; Ana becauſe iniquity ſhall abound, the love of 
many ſhall wax celd. Who ſeeth not the ſeas of errours and 
the inundations of wickedneſs,which are broken in upon us, 
whereby that wonted keat is abated, which appeared in the 
profeſſors of Religion! We have cauſe with ſighs to take 
up the Apoſtle his complaint, All men ſeek their own, and not 
the things of feſus Chriſt. If men can ſecure their eſtates, 
credit, health, and relations, they care not much what be- 
comes of their pretious ſouls, And ifthey could be eaſed of 


tation : Wherein I ſhall 
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2 Sam.6.2a, 


23. 


Gal, 5.7, 


Uſe 2. 


Bxhortation. 


Mat,24.11,12 


Phil.2.21, 


is : The Pradfice of Zeal perſwaded, - 
the unſupportable. burthen of , Taxes, and bave outward 
Peace ſecured, with incouragements for their Trading, &:. 
letReligion, with the work of publick Reformation fink or 
ſwim, Gallie like, they trouble: not themſelves with theſe 
matters, - | 
Therefore to quicken endeavours. . to blow the: dying + 
. coa), to revive-the decaies of zeal, I will propound many 
Conſiderations under four Heads.. 
Motiver, . Firft, Minde the counſell of the Text, ( which carrieth a- 
long. with it the. authority of a command) and that from 
Chriſt, in whom every thing calleth for obedience, Be zea- 
[ous : T will point -at ſome paſſages relating unto him, in 
this Epiſtle to Laodicea , which may give | Hans? to this 
Argument. 
1. His fidelity, Theſe things ſaith the Amin, the faithfull 


.. - and true Witneſs, Whatſoever | he ſpeaketh , whether by 
Precept, Promiſe, Threatning, Teſtimony, all is Authen- | 
tick, and infallibly to be believed, therefore to be obeyed. 

">" "IA 2, He'ts the: beginning of the Creation of God.. Both our 


ſelves, and all other creatures had. our exiſtence from him. - 
TJohir.z.  - All things Were made by him, and Without bim Was net any © 
thing made that Was made. In this regard therefore his words 
ſhould be prevailing with us, 
3, He exactly. obſerveth with much diſlike, -both which 
Churches in the world, and which perſons in all particular 
Churches, are defective in matter of holy zeal. 7 kyow thy 
verſ,15,16, Works, that then art ncither hot nor cold,- and 1 wilt ſpew thee 
out of my month, And ſhall not bis All-ſeeing eye, with this 
expreſſion of ſo great ſeverity, operate upon us ? 
4. In him is the Magazene of all ſpiritual! proviſions, 
verl.18. -: viz. Gold tried in the fire, White raiment, eye-ſalve: And 
ſhall not his Allſufficiency co- furniſh us with all neceſfaries - 
and delights, incline us to act according to his advice ?. 
5. He defireth admiſſion into our hearts, thatthere may 
verliz9; -- be mutuall feſtivall communion. Behold I ftaxd at the door 
and kyock.,, if any man Will bear my voice and open the door, 1 
Will comt in to him and. Will ſup With him, and be With me- 
"% And. 


The Prad#ice of Zeal ptrſwaded, 


And ſhall we not make a fire in the room where Chriſt is 
to be feafted, that he may finde warm welcome ? 

6, He hath Authority and power from God the Father, 
to advance us to the preateſt preferment that creatures are 
. capable to receive. 7 Will give to fit With me in my Throne, 

4s 1 am ſet down With my Father i» bis Throne. What will 
not the children of men adventure and endeavour, to gain 
a Crown, to climb untoa Throne > Therefore be zealowe. 

7. Adde unto all theſe particulars, Chriſts own praiſe, 
who in zeal (asin all other graces) hath ſet us a fair copy 
to write after: The zeal of thine houſe ( as was typified in 
David, and verified in him) hath eaten me #p. As the per- 


fetion of this pattern ſhould quicken our imitation, ſo- 


ſhould we the rather herein labour to be like our Lord, 
becauſe thereby -we ſhall gain legible evidence of our 
union and communion with him. He that ſaith, be abi- 
acth in him , ought himſelf alſo, ſo to Walk, even as he 
walked. : 

Secondly, Manifold examples may be produced to move 
. our endeavours t0 be zealous. 

I. God himſelf, (who is to be imitated in all things imi- 
table) is zealous in all his tranſactions, relating 1. To his 
own Worſhips. 2. To the Regall adminiftrations of his 
Sonne. 3: As alfo in tendency to the welfare of his Church. 
4. And the overthrow of his enemies. I will only touch 
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yerl.;21, 


Plal.69.9. 
Joh.2.17-. 


I Joh, 2.6, 


Motive 2. 


upon theſe heads, by clear Scripture diſcoveries. The ſecond - 


command { which requireth all inftituted Divine worſhip) 
' hath this ſan&ion annexed, For the Lord thy God ts a jealous 
God. And the Goſpel Prophet: having forecold Chriſts 
perpetual Kingly Government, he addeth this confirmati- 
on, The zeal Bike Lord of hots Will perform this. The ſame 
argument in the ſame words is uſed by the ſame Prophet to 
aſſure the welfare of Zion, in reference whereto-ſaith the 
Lord, 1 will be nnto her a Wall of fire round about. And when 
he threatnerh the ruine of his foes, he is ſaid, 79 pat 9» ven- 
geaucefor cleathing, and tobe clad with zeal ay acloak; and 
toaTt in the fire of his jealonſie. Therefore we ſhould _ 

. |» Þ as 


Exod. 20. 


Iſa.g-7. 
Iſa.37.32- 


Zech.2.5. 
Iſa.59. 17: 


Ezck.36:5, 


Plal.r04. 4. 


\ 1(a.6.6, 


| Gen. 3-24+ 


2. 


2 Kin.6.17, 


Ifa.37. 36, 


Heb. 2,16. 
Mark 12.25. 
Luk. 20,36. 


2-Chron,15.T. 


2 Chron.17.6. 


2. Chro.3 1.21, 


y- | _— ; 
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(as in other-particulars) be: followers of God as dear childrey, 
manifeſting hereby that we are made partakers of the Divine 
ature, by his regenerating Spirit. | 

H. The boly Angelsare under God excellent patterns of 
holy zeal. Theſe Spirits, bi: Miniſters, are as a flame of 
fire ;. in which regard they are called Seraphim, becauſe of 
their burning beat in their ſcrviceableneſs ro: God, An 
Angel kept the Tree of Life, with a flaming ſword. . And to 
exprels their vigorouſneſs in acts of obedience, they are ſaid 
ro fiy. They are like Chariots of fire about Gods people. 
And with much expedicion they take vengeance upon the 
Churches adverſaries, upon. Commiſſion received from the 
Lord, asis clear in the caſe of Sexacherib. Conſider here, 
how equitable it is that this zeal of the good Angels ſhould 
preſs us to imitation, becauſe 1.Our ſouls are of an Angeli- 
call nature. 2,. The Angels are not ſo much obliged to the 
Lord for Chriſt, as our ſelves are. 2. And we ſhall in our 
bodies be made /the unto the eAngels at the ReſurreRion, 
therefore their vigorouſneſs for God, ſhould move us to be 
the more zealors, | 


HL Gods ſervants in all ages, (as holy Story recordeth) 


have in their places and callings reſpeRtively flamed forth 
zeal in reference tothe concernments of his Majeſty, I will 
propound preſidents amongſt 1, Magiſtrates. 2. Miniſters, 
3- And private Chriſtians. | 

I, Magiſtrates. 4/a put away the abominable Tdels ont of 
all the Land of Jadah and Benjamin, and ont of the Cities 
Which he had taken from mount Ephraim, and. he renewed the 
Altar of the Lord: His zeal would not yield to tolleration, 
7ehoſhaphat, hu beart Was lifted up in the waies of the Lord: 
Moreover hetook away the High-places and Groves ont of fu- 
dab, Andin every work which Hezekiah began to do, in the 
ſervice of the Houfe of God, and inthe Law, andin the Com- 
mindments to ſeck his God, he did it with all hu beayrt. - Our 
young pious King Eaward the 6th was famous for zeal: I 


will give two inſtances to demonſtrate it, for the quickning 
of. them who have many more years on their backs, and 


would. 
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would be thought to have much'tnore grace in-their hearts- 
When there were inſurrections in the Weſt, threatning his 
eſtabliſhment upon the Throne, he by Letter thus expreſſed 
his zealous reſolucion, that he would hazard Eftate, Honour, 
Life and all, rather then ſwerve from Gods Word, in his 
Government. 'And when Charles the 5th writunto him, to 

allow unto his ſiſter the Lady ary, a Chappell for private 

Maſs, although bis Councell and the beſt of his Biſhops ad- 

viſed him to grant it, yet he zealouſly denied it. The ex- 

amples of many Chriſtian Emperours might be annexed, but 

I forbear to mention them. - 

2. Miniſters. The Apoſtle Panl his fpirit was ftirred in A&-17-16. 
him, when ke ſaw the City of Athens whally given to 1delatry. AR. 18. 25. 
Apolles being fervent in the ſpirit, he [pake and taught dill» © 
gently the things of the Lord. ell, 

And Chry/cſtow calleth St Peter a pillar of fire in the midft 

| of ſtubble, conſuming oppolitions raiſed againſt the Lord. 
The zeal of Ambroſe is worth confideration, who would not 
ſuffer Theodoſian the Emperour to come unto Gods publick 
worſhip, till he had-made fatisfaRtion for his ſeandall:- 

3. Private Chriſtians, In the daies of Zeſes, fuch was 
the zealous forwardneſs of the people to promote Gods 
worſhip, that they rather needed a bridle then a ſpur. Thoſe 
who were implojed in Santtnary-work, they ſpake unto Moſes Exod.z6. 5, 
ſaying, T he people bring mnch more then enongh for the ſervice * 
of the work which the Lord commanded to make. And Moſes w 
gave commandment, and cauſed it to be proclaimed throughout 
the Camp, ſajing, Let netther man nor woman make any more 
work for the offering of the Sanftuary ;- So the prople were re- 
ſtrained from bringing, for the ſtaff they had was ſaſficient for 
all the work to make it, and too much. 

And in the firſt times of the Goſpel, how did the 'affecti- 
ons of people break forth into great flames,” Frem the daies ianth, 11,12, 
of Fobn the: Baprsſt nutill now, (faith Chrift)) the Kingdom of Bags; 
heaven ſ#ffereth violence, and the violent take it by force : As 
ſouldiers ſtorming a City to be enriched with the ſpoyls. 

How: may theſe examples ſhame-us, and ſerve to thaw' the 
D: 3 tieaps 
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Rom6,19, 
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- beaps of ice which lie in moſt hearts in this frozen generati. 


on. Now peopleare hardly prevailed with to contribute ſo 
much as may ſuffice to keep fire upon Gods Altar, Is not 


_ . Godsglory as much to be minded, and his worſhip as much 
ro be regarded, and the prerogatives of the Goſpel as much 


to be valued, as in former daies? Is not the DoArine of 
zeal as openly, as frequently, as convincingly perſwaded, 
as formerly > Whence then is it that they were ſo hot and 
weſo cold; they ſo zealous, and we ſo careleſs of the things 


of God? The Lord awaken us to amendment. 


IV. I might annex tothe forementioned Examples ( be- 
cauſe the laborious Bee will fetch honey our of a dunghill) 
the ſinfull heat manifeſted by roo many ( under evil princi- 
ples) to provoke us to ſeek after ſuch ſpirituall ſparks as fall 
from heaven. How fiercely fiery is the devil (that red Dr« 
gon, that roaring Liou) againſt the glory and Kingdom of 
Chriſt ! How furiouſly do Satans inſtruments oppoſe the 
waies of holineſs! This obſervation warmed Davids heart 
in affe&ions and aRings for God : They (ſaith he, ſpeaking 
of the wicked) have made void thy Law. Therefore 1 lovethy 
Commandments above gold, yea above fine gold. Therefore 1 
eftcem all thy Precepts concerning all things tobe right, and 1 
hate every falſe way. It is reported, that the duncery of the 
AAonks made Eraſmus ftudious; and it would be well, if we 


_ could make ſo good improvement, in tendency to zeal of 


the heat of ill-diſpoſed ones for that which is not good. And 
the rather alſo ſhould this be now endeavoured, becauſe 
our ſelves have been heretofore ardently eager in the ſatiſ- 
faction of vaio, if not profane luſts and defires : Ir is the 
Apoftle his Argument, As ye have yielded your members ſer- 
Vans to uncleanneſs and to iniquity, unto iniquity, even ſo now 
nJield Your members ſervants to righteouſneſs unto holineſs. 
Remember how zealous the Jews were for the Traditions of 
their fore-fathers; and the Prelates not long ſince for ſu- 
perftitious Ceremonies; and the Hereticks of the preſent 
times for their pernitious opinions, that hereby you may be 


wrought unto reſolutions co be zealous for God andthe 


Goſpel. Thirdly, 
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ſeverity and mercy, may be a cogent argument to cauſe us to 
be zealom. 


"8 


Thirdly, Gods various adminiſtrations us-ward, both of Motive 3. 


1, His ſharp reproofs and ſmarting rods, are motives 


uſediin the Text ro perſwade this duty ; As many as 1 love, 1 
rebuke and chaſten; be zealous Sg The dull cold- 
mettalled horſe, will heat under the ſwitch and ſpur. And 


ſhall we continue cold and careleſs, though the Lords words 


and ations ſpeak diſpleaſure > God forbid. We reade of 
bard-hearted Pharaoh and other hypocrites, awakened and 
warmed by Gods rods, and ſhall we be worſe 2 


2, His favourable diſpenſations, ſhould enliven us, whe- 


ther they relate to temporals or ſpirituals. David by refle- 


Pſal. 78.34. 


aing upon Gods bounty, beſtowing upon him the King- 


dom of 1/-ael, was wonderfully warmed in relation to holy 
worſhips. He danceth before the Ark, and giveth this rea- 
ſon thereof to his ſcoffing wife, It Was before the Lord, Who 
choſe me befort thy father, and before all bas honſe, to appoint 
me Ruler over Iſrael. In like manner ſhould we improve 
Divine liberality towards our ſelves, in manifold conitnon 
providences : But his peculiar mercy in ſpirituals ſhould 
much more enflame our ſpirits. This was Gods end in giving 
Ctiriſt, and of Chriſt in giving himſelf for us, chat we mighc 
be zealous of good Works. And the meditation hereof had 
this effet upon S* Pax! and others, who being cenſured in 
regard of their zeal, to be men of diſtempered mindes, do 
make this Apology, Whether we be befides onr ſelves it ts for 
God, &c. For the love of Chriſt conftraineth us. Do you not 
remember with what brave ſparklings of ſpirit , Jonathan 
appeared in the defence of David, before Sanl his enraged 
father ! Thereaſon thereof was, becauſe David had put hu 
life into bis hand, undertaking a Duell with Ge/iah for 
Iſraels ſafety. Therefore becauſe Chriſt did more, and our 
deliverance by him is greater, our zeal for him ſhonld be 
more flaming, | Bw | 
Fourthly and laſtly, The conſideration of the manifeld 
pretious benefits to be received by zeal, ſhould prevail with 
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us to ſeekit. This is the ordinary query amongſt men, being 


Eft aFuofior,& 
ad res efficiendas 
untverſalior. 


Iſa.6, 6,8, 


AR.,18.25, 


2 Sam.6, 22. 
Num. 35. 7,8, 
11, 


ealled'forth to any difficulc ſervice, That gain or advantage 
ſoall we get thereby? Now the profit which cometh in by 
zeal, may be obſerved under two heads; for they relate 
1. either to obedience which will be hereby bettered, 2. or 
to priviledges, which will hereby be procured, 

-. Firſt, In reference to obedience. Whereas the Philoſo- 
pher commending fire above all the other Elements, telleth 
us of its uſefulneſs in manifold imployments : I am ſure this 
is applicable unto the ſpirituall fire of ho)y zeal. 

I.-Hereby the Reformation of whatſoever is amiſs, ei- 
ther in heart or life, is furthered. The ſummers heat doth 
dry up puddles, and maketh the waies fair, Fire purgeth 
droſs out of mettals, and worketh dregs out of liquors, 
And my Text telleth us, that by being zealous We ſhal 
amind. OO XY he 

. 2, By means hereof we ſhall be rendered the more facile 
and framable to undertake any ſervice wherein God may 
pleaſe to imploy us, and to receive any impreſſion which he 
would put upon us. Braſs is melted and iron is ſoftened by 
the'fire, wheteby' it is more eaſily wrought upon, according 
toithe Artificers'minde. So ſoon as the Seraphim had with a 
live coal taken from the Altar, touched Iſaiah bu lips, his 
backwardnefle to ſervice was removed, and upon Gods 
queſtion, hem ſhall I ſend, and Who will gofor us ? Hean- 
iwered, Heze am I, ſend me. | 

\ 3.” It doubleth diligence in obedientiall endeavours. Fire 
is much more ative then the other Elements. eApellos bt» 
ing fervent in ſpirit, be ſpake and taught diligently the things 
of the Lord. SCE 

4. It maketh- undaunted in duty, notwithſtanding diſtra- 
ions, affronts and oppoſitions. This fire in King Davids 
heart was not- extinguiſhed by the drops, ( may I not fay 
ſhowers) gf deriſion, which fell from the mouth of mock- 
ing Aicha!, but the flame continueth with increaſe. If this 
be to be vile, 7 will yet be more vile. And the judgement 
which Phineas executed upon Zimri and Coxti, is a re- 


- markable 
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markable inftance; of that courage, which is a prodn& of 
good zeal, | 

. And as fire communicateth heat unto all who are near 
unto it, ſo doth zeal in a gracious boſom convey warmth 


unto others, both by counſel! and example. The Apoſtle 


affirmeth that the zeal of the Corinthians had provoked many. 
Amongſt ſome Authors the Originall word which ſignifieth 
to be zealous, is tranſJated to commend, or to pronennce 
bleſſed. And certainly theſe who are truly zealous them- 
ſelves, will commend it to the praRtice of others,from their 
own experience of the manifold ſweet fruits reaped thence. 
I remember the ſpeech of Larimer to Ridley, when ready to 
fuffer Martyrdom, We ſhall kindle ſuch a light to day in 
England, as ſhall never be put out. As Lathers zeal heated 
Germany: SO we may remember when Scor/ands zeal warm- 
ed England. 


Secondly, The priviledges procured and poſſeſſed by 


zeal are ſv many, and ſo great, as may well perſwade us all 
to ſeek the continuance and increaſe of it. | 

I, It will be a good evidence of a regenerate eſtate. The 
change which Gods grace produced in the Corinthiazs, 
Wrought zeal. When the fleſh of the Shunamites dead childs 
beganto Wax Warm, there was good hope of life. This hint 
Platarch in his Morals giveth from the likeneſs ( almoſt 
ſameneſs) of the two Greek words, whereof the one ſigni- 
fieth zo Wax hot , and the other ſignifieth ro /ive. And 
_—_— ſpirituall heat iſſuech from a principle of ſpiritu- 
all life. 

2, Tt will de an excellent preſervative from ſoul-dangers. 
As fires in infected houſes are means to ſecure from conta- 
gion ;. ſo.in Woods where wilde beaſts are, they are good 
helps to ſafeguard travellers in the night from their rage and 
cruelty. Thus was Eliah preſerved in thoſe infetious times, 
when Ahab and fezabel raigned, and Idolatryofully pre- 
vailed. I bave. been very zealons, (faith he) and 1 am left. 
His life was continued, and his ſoul delivered from common 
infeftion, and this he pleadeth before the Lord, to move his 
furure ſafety, == "is 
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3. Gods reſpe& is hereby much increaſed, as might þe 
manifeſted by manifold inſtances. In this regard he bleſſeq 
z Chro.31,2*, Hezckiab, of whom it is ſaid, In every Work he did it With al 
his heart axd proſpered. Amonglt the multitude of thera why 
were imployed in building the Wall about Fera/alem, the 
Lord is pleaſed to Chronicle one for his everlaſting credit, 
who was vigorous at his work above the reſt, Barxch th; 
Nch.z3.20. Jon of Zabbai, earneſtly repaired the other piece, from the tary. 
ing of the Wall, unto the door of the houſe of Eltaſbib, the High 
Prieſt. Upon this account likewiſe his Majefty was willing 
to engage himſelf for good unto Phizeas and his poſterity, 
Num. 25.12, Behold 1 give unto him my Covenant of peace, and he ſhall hav, 
| 13. it, and bu ſeed after him, even the Covenant of an everlaſting 
Prieſthood, becauſe he Was &:alou for hy God, 
4. All ſervices being warmed with zea/ finde the better 
acceptance with the Lord. Sacrifices made by fire,were wont 
Lev-23.27,28 to be pleaſing. The Father defireth ſuch worſhippers as Wor. 
' Joh.4. 23, 24+ ſhip him in ſpirit. Take an inſtancein prayer : The effettual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man prevaileth much , as the 
Apoſtle 7ames proveth by the example of Elias. Amongſt 
' men, warm meats are moſt nouriſhing and gratefull ; and 
ſo it is when holy worſhips are tendered with warmth of 
heart unto the Lord. 
5. Hereby the graces and comforts of the Goſpel are 
ſooner and more fully in all probability to be procured, 
Marth, 11,12. The Kingdom of heaven ſuff:reth vidlence, and the violent 
fiaters x take it by force : As ſouldiers ſeeking by. ſtorm to enter a 
Bia. place where rich plunder is expeRed. The Heathens ſaid,that 
(vp &.. their gods ſold vertue for ſweat : Sure TI am,God is obliged by 
| "= promiſe to accompliſh their defires and hopes, who affe- 
Pror.2.4, Qionately ſeek after grace. If thou ſeckeft her as filver, 
and ſearcheſt for her as for bid treaſures, then thon foal 
finde her. 
6. He iſſueth well grounded expeRation of heavens 
glory. S* Pax! having ſpoken of the glorious ReſurreQion 
A&.:6.7, of Believers, ſaith, Vnto Which promiſe onr twelve Tribes 


"bo —_— inſtantly ſerving Ged, hope to come. We know that ger 


ater re een ERNST + I en wank. i at 7 


- © ww 
Ge es Secs Pn a Rag 


Jam. $5. 16, I 7. 


The Pradtice of Zeal perſwaded. 


a7 


Elijah was carried to heaven i» a Chariot of fire. And 2 King-2,1r, 


doubtleſs all thoſe ſhall finde warm welcom with God there, 
who have been zealous for him upon earth. Therefore Lee 


qour lights be burning, and ye like men who wait for their - Luk.12.3 5,36. 


Lord. | \ 
Thus hoping that my motives have wrought.you unto re. 


ſolutions to ſeek the grace of zea!, I proceed to preſcribe 
the Means to be uſed for the obcaining ir, which was the ſe- 
cond particular promiſed in the enlarging of my Exhor- 


tation.” 


And for your help herein I ſhall repreſent 1, Thehin- Means for the 
derances of holy zeal, which you muſt warily avoid. 2, The getting of zeal. 


furtherances of zeal, which you: muſt carefully make 
uſe of. 


Firſt, The hinderances of zeal to be eſchewed, ( which I The hinde- 
ſhall mention) are theſe ſix following, the bare naming rances of zeal 
whereof, with Scripture-evidence, will be ſufficient to *2 Þ< avoided. 


vive you caution, that you may take heed of them. 

I. All groſs fins, the outward notorious violations of the 
Commandments, either of the firſt or ſecond Table. As 
the bodies vigour and heat is abated by diſeaſes contracted, 
wounds received, or the effuſton of much blood, wherein 
the naturall ſpirics are contained ; fo is the ſouls aRivity 
leſſened by externail evils committed againſt knowledge and 
conſcience, The Prophet Ezekzel having ſpecified [/7aels 
Fdolatry, under the metaphor of fornication, addeth theſe 


*. 


words, How Weak: # thine heart ( ſaiththe Lord Ged) ſeeing Exek.16.30. 


tho dorſt all theſe things, the Work of an imperious ,Vphoriſh t0- 
wan ! And the Prophet Hofea telleth ns, that whoredems and 
Wine, aud new wine take away the heart. Therefore keep at 
your diftance from ſwearing, falſe-ſwearing, curſing, lying, 
couſenage, and all other a&ts of ungodlinels and of unrigh- 
teouſnefs,if you would kindle or keep alive the fire of zea/ in 
your hearts and lives, | 

IT. Cuſtymary indulgence of the leaſt fins whatſoever. We 
know that a continuall'dropping will as really abate and ex- 
tinguiſh the fire, as one great ſhower. The holy Ghoſt 

| E 2 having 


ih 


Hoſ.4.11. 
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Jude F-nr, 23. 
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having by St Zude adviſed Gods people, to keep themſe "> 


in the love of God, annexeth this admonition, hating even thy 
garment ſpotted with the fleſh: hereby intimating that the 
cockering of evils, adhering unto that which is good, and 
that favouring theſe ſpots of. leſſer pollutions, will enfeeble 
the feryour of holy affetions in Chriſtians breaſts. There- 
fore continue your conteſt againſt exorbitances of heart and 
minde, as you deſire to' maintain the flame of heavenly zeal 
in your boſoms, | 

III. Inordinate affections towards all ſublunaries, all under. 
moon accommodations, The Summers ſun doth extract bodily 
heat, and the ſun by ſhining with its full Rrength upon a 
fire, will extinguiſh it. Mr Bayzes bath this ſimilitude, That 
as that ſoyl is obſerved to be barren, in the bowels whereof 
there are Mines of ſilver or gold, ſo areearthy hearts. And 
the Apoſtle St Paxl ſetteth theſe two as oppgſites to each 


- Other, viz. An heart beſtowed upon earth, and an heart 


Hoſ.7,8+ 


tKigit.3,4. 


beſtowed upon heaven; Ser your affetions ( ſaith he ) on 
things above, and not upon things on earth, Experience, and 
every mans obſervation evidenceth thus much, that by how 
much the more eager and earneſt people are in purſuing the 
world, by ſo much the more remils and careleſs they are in 
the matters of the Lord. How ſoon was the young mans 
heat abated, when the world came into competition with 

heaven! | 
IV. Unneceſſary communion with perſons of erroneous prin- 
_ and wicked praftices. How chill and cold do we ſen- 
ſibly grow by walking in Fens and Marſhes > The Prophet 
Hoſea rendreth this as a reaſon .gherefore Ephraim was like 
4 cake half baked, not throughly heated, Ephraim hath mixed 
himſelf among the people. As Solomons ftrange wives did ſteal 
away hu heart, (0 while Peter warmed his hands in the High- 
Prieſts Hall, his heart caught cold, his love'to Chriſt his 
Maſter was much abated. I grant that there is no more poſ- 
ſibility of keeping alcogether out of bad company, while 
we are #n thi world, then that a Traveller ſhould not come 
near ynto wateriſh lakes and puddles: but Chriſtians muſt 
not 
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not upon choice admit familiar, converſe with heretical pro- 
hane perſons, if they would preſerve ſpirituall hear for 
God and godlineſs, becauſe theſe will prove quench-coals 
whereſoever they be entertained. | 
V. Intermedling with Controverſies in matters of Religion, 
which are kyetty and difficult, beyond your trength. Sower 
logs of wood laid upon 2 few ſparks, will put all out: ard 
meats of hard digeſtion will quite overthrow the heat of 
weak tomacks, In like manner, when babes, younglings in 
Chriftianity, leaving the principles of Religion, will adven- 
tare upon the profound and deep points of Divinity, which 
exerciſe the wits of the moſt Learned, this grace of zeal is 
- wofully decayed. Never had people in any age more un- 
happy experience hereof, then we of this Natior, in theſe 
buſie, pragmaticall times, wherein Novices undertake to 
interpret the obſcureſt Scripture-Propheſies, and to deter- 
mine the difficulteſt Doctrines in Divinity. Let it here be 
conſidered, that the Apoſtle Paxl ( whoſe zealous ſpark- 
lings are ſcattered through all his Negotiations) although in 
his Epiltles to Tz and Timothy, he quickeneth them in 
their Miniſtrations, and moveth to blow up the fire which 
God had kindled, yet he is often and open in diſwading 
their dealing about matters obſcure and leſs profitable : 
Avoid fooliſh queſtions, and genealogies, and contentions, and 
ſerivings about the Law. O Timothy keep that which 1s com> 
mitted to thy truſt, avoiding vain bablings and oppoſitions of 
Science, falſly ſo called. It is acknowledged, that all Scri- 
pture truths are well worth the knowing, and that Chriſtians 
ſhould labour to grow rich in knowledge : yet as S* Pani 
preached according to the capacity of his hearers, ſo ſhould 
people principally dwell upon truths moſt practically edi- 
ing, and proceed gradually according to the increaſe 
of their ſtrength, becauſe prepoſterouſneſs herein,hindereth 
Zeal. | 
VI. Conceited confidence in common graces and morall abi= 
lities already attained, As men much pleaſed with the bright- 
neſs of a fyll Moon, fit freezing without doors, in a Moon- 
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ſhine night, Thus it was with theſe Lukewarm Laodiceaxs, 
priding themſelves in their imaginary riches, beauties, ful. 
nels, though in very deed they were blsnde, poor and naked. 
Take heed therefore of reſting fatisfied with ſuch endow- 
ments as may be the ornaments of Heathens, or of Hypo. 
crites, which ate like painted flaming fire, wherein there is 
no heat at all, 

Unco the ſix forementioned hinderances of zeal, 1 
might adde, The neglect of Gods. O:dinances, private 
and publick ; for Where no Wood 1, the fire goeth out. But 
this I ſpeak not. unto, becauſe I ſhall adviſea conſtant re- 
courſe unto all duties 'of holy worſhip, amongſt the fur- 
therances of zeal, which in the nexc place I muſt ſpeak unto, 
I: More-generally, 2. In particulars. 

In generall :. 1. All Goſpel-adminiſtrations, being right- 
ly uſed ; are means to veget and increaſe zeal, Solcmen 
ſpeaketh of coals added to burxing coals, and of Wood to fire, 
as means to cauſe a flame. Such are Divine diſpenſations 
unto a Regenerate ſoul, which upon the ſame account alſo 
are compared to Wines, fatneſs and marrow, being drinks 
and meats to. preſerve and augment bodily heat. Manifold: 4 
Scriptare- inſtances, together with the experiences of Gods | 
people in all ages, do abundantly prove, that holy heart- 
heat is promoted by the Ordinances of grace. 

2. The frequent vigorops exerciſe of gifts and graces re- 
ceived, in all duties diſcharged , will adminifter ſpiritual! 
heat.' By ftirring up the burning coals, the fire becomes 
hotter, and in cold winter weather, people are wont to uſe 
action, that they: may gain warmth. And So/omon afſureth 
us, - that the Way of the Lord # ſtrength anto the upright. The 
longer wewalk, and the fafter we movein the path of holy 
pertormances, the warmer will our hearts be. This I ſhall 
not need to enlarge, becauſe Chriſtians do. finde the truth 
hereof, by every dates experience. 

The particular furtherances of zeal follow, 

--1. The Word of God, and the various, pretious truths 
thence/revealed, being faithfully applied, will warm the 
> -" - "meark 
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hearf.. Is not my Word like fire ? faith the Lord. And fire is Jer-23. 29. 


ſaid :0 go ont of the months of the Witneſſes, The experience 
of the Diſciples,unto whom Chriſt expounded the Scriptures, 
will verifie this, Did not our hearts burs within us (ſay they) 
while he opened the Scriptures ? Hereof we have a very re- 
markable example in the time of King A/A bis reign, The 
Spirit of the Lord coming upon Azariah the ſon of Obed, he 
publiſhed a meſſage frem God, and the effect was, the breaking 
forth of much zeal. And when Aſa heard the Propheſie of Obed, 
he took_conrage, and put away the abominable [dels ont of all 
the Land of fudah and Benjamin, &Cc. and rexewed the Altar 
of the Lord. Therefore let the counſell of S* Pax/ be con- 
ſidered, Luench not the Spirit, Deſpiſe not prophecyings. 
If you would not abate, but increaſe the fire of grace in your 
boſoms, do not ſleight the Minifiry of his Word, by any of 
his faithfall Meſſengers. Prophecyings mult not be contemn= 
ed: he that deſpiſeth any mans Miniſtry who is conſtituted 
by the Lord, may look for uncomfortable coolings in his 
heart. 

II. The Sacrament of the Lords Supper is an approved 
means of zeal. Ihinted before, how in King Hezekiah his 
daies the hearts ofthe people were admirably heated, by the 
Feaſt of the Pafſeover : Their joy ,was elevated, and their 
hearts much drawn forth in the praiſes of the Lord, yea the 
experience of ſpirituall affetions thereby enflamed, wrought 
in them reſoſjutions to obſerve that holy Feaſt /evex daies 
wore. And may we not be confident to receive as much 
warmth by the right uſe of the Sacrament of the body and 
blood ef Chriſt (our Paſſover) as they did by theirs ? 

Thus holy Ordinance kindleth affetions, 1. Becauſe 
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Luk. 24.3 


2 Chron,15.1, 


with $8, 


I Thefl.5. 19, 


20, 


2 Chron. 30. 
21,23, 


1 Cor..7, 


herein we have the death of Chrift (the expreſſion of burn» Rom.s.8: 


ing love) in a lively manner repreſented, by the thought 2 Cor. 11.26. 


whereof S* Pal his heart was ſet on fire, The love of Chriſf 
eonſtraineth us, while we thus judge, that if one died, &C, 

2. Becauſe hereby the moſt nouriſhing and warming 
food is communicated, Ay fleſh (faith Chriſt) 4 meat in- 
aced, and wy bled 1 drink indeed. And the cup of bling 
which 


2 Cor.5.14, 


Joh.6.55. 
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od which we bleſs,” is it not the communion of the blood of Chriſt. 
14 IN T be bread which we'break,, ts it not the So itn So Fo | 
of Chriſt? \ 
3» Becauſe in the uſe of this Ordinance we renew our 
Luk,22.29, Covenant with God, which was ratified by the blood of the 
Lord Feſws. Andupon the freſh taking of a Covenant, dull 
ſouls are wont to beenlivened, as appeareth by the praice 
of King 4/a, who hercupon zealouſlly ſettech himſelf againſt 
2 Ckro-15.16 Jdolatry, without partiality. He d:poſed Maachah his mether, 
becauſe ſhe had made an 1dvl in a grove, and Aſa cut down hy 
Idel, and tamped it, and burnt it at the krook Kidrey. 
1King.18,379, III Holy prayer. This pratice fetcheth fire from heaven, 
| 38, as we reade in ſacred ſtory concerning Elijah. St ?ade ſug. 
efteth ſpirituall edification, growth in grace, as a fruit of 
Jude v, 20. powerfull addreſſes unto God, Build up your ſelves, praying 
Plal.6.8 #4 the holy Ghoſt, And David ſpeaketh ſparklingly upon his' 
' A calomt a loco praying, Depart frem me all ye workers of iniquity. The Phi. 
proprio conſer= loſopher telleth us, that the Element of fire is cheriſhed, and 
vatur & foue- that heat in our bodies is continued by Celeſtiall motions, 
Fur. This is moſt true being applied unto this holy fire of zeal, 
—_ by mm as Gods people know: by daily proof, Therefore: as 
poribae, ſublu- you deſire to increaſe the fire of zeal in your boſoms, . be 
uaribus genera- Often and ſerious in. your applications to God. by prayer, 
zur caler., for ag hereby grace is quickned-' by its exerciſe., ſo the 
O 7g% (it T ord is prevailed with, to caft more ſparks into your 
—_ breaſts. As prayer is the Saints daily exerciſe, ſo their 
gueris accende Experiences of this. effect of it in their own hearts, are 
me. Accendar plentifull. | 3 
inquam torus & JV. Religious fuſting being added unto prayer (as op- 
ie, Aug.Soltlog. portunitiesare afforded) will augment zeal. As much ab- 
ftinence doth heat the body, ſo holy faſting doth much bet- 
ter warm the ſoul: For hereby we are the more intent upon 
thework, and held the longer to it, hereto alſo God hath 
- made peculiar poannl's, the accompliſhment whereof his 
_people have abundantly experienced in all generations. 
Lev.23-27; One chief end of the extraordinary exerciſe of faſting isto 
Joel 2,23-- affitt the ſonl, and. to rent the beart for ſinne before God. 


_ 
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' Now the Apoſtle reporteth, that ſrrow produced this ef- » Cor.7.10,1 t 
fe&t in the Corinthians ; Behold thu ſelf ſame thing that ye 
ſorrowed after a godly manner ,whar carefmlneſs it hath Wroug ht 
in you, Jea What deſire, yea What zeal ? The carnelt atte- 
Rionate endeavours in Ezyrz and Nehemiah after an holy Euc.g. & 19. 
Faſt obſerved, to reform things lamentably ouc of order, in Ncek.9.& :09. 
the people committed co their care, do pive tull teſtimony to 
this Truch. | | ele 

V. Chriſtian communion, Two are batter then one ( faith p. TOE 
Solomon) and if two lie together th.y have heat, We know by © 
obſervation, that coals or tticks chough bur a little kindled, 
yet being laid cogether will fire cach other and make a flame, 
Yebojadah his good company and counſel] kepr King foaſh x Chron.24. 
warm. And as iron ſbarpeneth iron (ſaith the Wile man) /o Pcov.27. "7, 
4 man ſharpeneth the conntenance of .hu friend. |t is reported 
of S* Pax, that after a cold, uncomfortable voyage and 
ſhipwrack, ſo ſoon as he ſaw the brethren ( who came to mect AR.28, 15, 
him ) he took, conrage. Therefore I deſire to commend 
as a ſpeciall meanes of zeal, that counſel! which was 
given unto the Hebrewes, Ler ws conſider one another 
to provoke unto love and good Workes, not forſaking the 
aſſembling of our ſelves together. Eſtrangements and diſtances 
cauſed and continued among Chriſtians, do abate that hoiy 
heat, which was wont to flame forth for che power of god- 
lineſs, and I ſhall not expect the reftoring of our ancieat 
warmth, till that evil be cured. | 

VI. Spiritual meditation. The experiment of the Pſalmiſt 
isin this reſpe& very notable, Ay heart was hot within me, 
and While I yas waſing the fire burned. Who knoweth him- 
| ſelf and knoweth not this, viz. that thoughts kindle and 
enflame affeQtions? Therefore I adviſe you ( as another 
help of zeal ) to fill your mindes by ſerious muſings, with 
the above-mentioned diſcoveries of the reaſonableneſs of 
ating zeal, for the good, and againſbthe evil particularized 
inthe explication and proof of the DoQtrine under diſcourſe, 
Be &ealoms. | 

VII, Increaſe of love to the Lord. For love #v ſtrong « 
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death, the coals thereof are ceals of fire, which hath a moſt ve- 
bement flame. Holy fiory doth declare this truth, in the pra. 
ice of Fonathan for David, whom he loved as his own ſoul, 
How undauntedly did he often appear for him, notwith- 
ſtanding his father King Saz/'s fury againſt him. There is 
very much in thac ſhort defcription which Lyther gave of 
zeal, calling it, provoked or angred /sve. The heart which ig 
under the command of love, wili burn when any oppoſition 
is made againſt the perſon or thing beloved, And doubtleſs 
if the matters of God were more endeared io us, more zeal 
would appear in our converfations, 

VIII. Adde unto all the former helps, the frequent ap- 
proaches of faith unto Feſtus Chriſt. The boldneſs of Peter and 
John ( which was their zeal, as the Hiſtory hoſds it forth) 
was accounted a demonſtration, that they bad been With Jeſu, 
.For the Spirit (which is in operation /ke anro fire) cometh 
unto us by means of our fidncia# cloſures with Chriſt, He is 
in this reſpet (as many others) compared 0 the ſux, be. 
cauſe of the holy heat derived from him, The hearts of the 
two Diſciples bnrned, When Chriſt talked With thew : And 
certainly without his influence we ſhall continue chill and 
cold in our ſpirits, notwithſtanding all Ordinances admini- 
fired for our warming. Therefore fail not to take the Lord 
Jeſus along with you to every Ordinance, and incourage 
your faith and hopein him, as you deſire to increaſe your 
zeal, | 

IX. Call your ſeives often into Gods preſence, (ſetting 
him betore your eyes, whoſe Authority, Excellencies, to- 
gether with your former receipts and future expeations 
trom him, will warm-your hearts. This reaſon David ren- 
dreth of his dancing before the Ark, and of his reſolution 
ro continue it, though reproached for it, Jt Was before the 


| Lord, and therefere 1 will play befere the Lard. HereLre- 


member how prodigall twenty four men were of their own 
blood, in.a paſſionate heat when eAbrner [aid to Foab, Lit 
the young men now ariſe, and play before w. And Thoutd not 
ſerious thoughts of Gods All-ſceing eye, added to his m 
| 1: mane, 
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mand, perſwade us to be zealow ? 

Thirdly, It is not more then neceſſary to annex ſome Rules to guide 
Rules for the right ordering of our zealous motions. For the aRings of 
ſome among the Galatians are blamed for not ating well z*al. 
in their zealous affe&tions. And God commandeth people, ©#4:'7- 

' not only to do what is materially good, bur alſo to do 1,4....5 
it Well. : 

I. The ſparks of zeal muſt ariſe out of the-heart. We 
muſt be fervent in ſpiris /erving the Lord. My heart ( faith Rom 12.11, 
the Pſalmiſt) 5 5ndiri»g, or boyling ( as the Originall word ©1345. 7. 
ſignifieth) « good matter, &c, Although I acknowledge that 
it may be expedient ſometimes to ſhew warmth, by outward 
expreſlions ; as one Prophet is adviſed to cry aloud, and to Ifa.g8.1. 
lift np his woice like a trumpet, and another is bidden to /mire NP CINY 
with his hand and tamp with hu foot. Yet we muſt know that — 
neicher loud ſpeaking, ſweating, nor any bodily buſsling, 
wichout heat of heart, will be accounted zeal. 

IT. This heat of heart muſt be cauſed by ſuch fire as fal- 
leth from heaven : Our zeal muſt be the produt of ſpeciall 

race, The fire ufed in ſacrifices was according to Divine 
inſtitution, to be taken from Gods Alear, And Nadab and 
eAbibu were (lain by God in diſpleaſure , becauſe they 
offered ſtrange fire. A good man (ſaith Chriſt) ont of the good rg ; 
treaſure in the heart bringeth forth goed things, Be very care- OE 
full therefore that all your Religious zeal doth iſſue from a 
principle of Regeneration in yoar boſoms, and not alone 1G, 66.3, 
from nature or common grace. Though the wicked ould Aa 8 
burn incenſe, it Would be abomixation to the Lord. X *$80ogigy 

: : ; Phil. 1.9. 

ITI. The grace of zea/ muſt be guided by Scripture-light. zee vehemen- 

As Apollos, being « man ixſtrufted tn the Way of the Lord, Was tior vigilantiori 
fervent in ſpirit. And the Apoltle Pas! prayed for the Phi- 4 ſcrentia. 
lippians, that their love ( which is the hearts heat ) might Diſcrati m 
abonnd more and more, in knowledge and in all juagement. The auriga hs 0x 
greater the fire is, the more need of care to keep ic within gerarrix virts» 
bounds, which muſt be fer by wiſdom and underſtanding. tum & grding- 
Thoſe who compare the affeions unco horſes which draw 3 57,7 mg 
out the ſoul; as « Charior, do call prudence and diſcretion _ me _ 
; Fo TY | the cir. Bern, 
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' The Prattice of-Zeal .pirſwadea.. 
the Coachman, into whoſe hands the reins muſt be put for 
Government. A fiery metalled horſe without eyes will 
make wild motions ; and zeal Wirhont knowledge, ſuch as was 
in the miſguided Jews, is like a word in a mad mans hand, 
as might be illuſtrated by the practices of King Saxu/, who 
in zeal ſlew the Gibeonites ; and of Baals Priefts, who in the 
heat of their devotion, did cat themſelves With knives and 
lancis, till the blood guſhv:.d out upon them, Unto ſuch igno- 
rant zealots, expeRing Nivine acceptance, the Lord will ſay, 


' Who required theſe things at your hands ! 


TV. Zeal muft burn againſt all evil, without partiality, 
whether in our ſelves, or others who are the neareſt co us in 
relation, The Apoſtle Pas! hated the evils which himſelf 
did, . yea he did not only oppoſe the outbreaches of ſinin his 
life, but «Iſo the body of dcatb abiding in his nature, And 
King A/a would not favour the /dolatrics of his own mother ,as 
you heard before. | 

Multjrudes are irregular in this particular, being all ona 
flame againſt ſome ſins, and yet favourable to others. As 
7chu, who deſtroied Baal ont of Iſrael; kowbeit from 7er- 
Foams ſins be departed not, Viz. from the golden calves that 
Were at Bethel and Dan. And ſuch are ſharply cenſured by 
St Paul, Thou that abhorre#t Idols, doſt thow commit ſacri- 
ledge ? Sins lefs gainfull are gainſayed, but evils adyantagi- 
ous are indulged. Under this head likewiſe are to be blamed 
thoſe hypocrites, who declaim againſt moats i» the ejes of 
ethers, and yet bear beams in their own; as alſo ſuch who 
more indulge the miſcarriages of their own relations, then of 
them who are at a greater diffance. 

V. Zeal ſhould a uniformly, burning moſt vehemently 


epainſt the moſt horrid abominations, and inthe proſecu- - 


tion of thoſe ſervices wherein the honour of God is moft 
concerned. The language of our Saviour doth pyt an em- 
phaſis upon the firſt and great command. He allo is ſevere 
m his expreſſions againſt them, who tirhe wint, aniſe and 
cummin, negl:fting the weightier matters of the Law, jndge- 
ment, mrcy and faith; Thus many are eager upon calle _" 

| $00C- 


The Prattice of Zeal perſwaded. | 


good: cheap ſervices, but draw back from difficult, dange- 
rous and chargeable performances. In like manner our Lord' 
is ſharp in rebuking them, who will Srainar a gnat, and Jer E4. 
ſwallow a camell. Scrupling leſſer faults, and favouring fuch 
asare fouler, As the Scribes and Phariſces who were ſhy 
in violating the Ceremoniall Law, and yet made no bones 
of breaking all the Morall Commandments. 

VL. Be zealous ſincerely. The ſincerity of zeal diſcover- 
th it ſelf both in its reality ( not being in ſhew and appear- 
ance only) and in intending God more then ſelf, in all Re- 
ligious actions. As ſparks of fire fly upward, ſo true zeal Job 5.7. 
worketh God-ward. It was the commendation of Phineas, yy 15.121 
that he was zealoms for bis God. And this El;ah took comfort , Kin.18.14. 
in, I bave been very zealous for the Lord of hoſts, Whereas | 
furious Feba minded himſelf moſt in his beat, both ſeeking 
ſelf-revenge in Ahabsraign,and aiming at the ſetling of him- 2 King.:0. 
ſelfin the Throne by his partiall Reformation. with Hol. 1, 4: 

VII. Make meckneſs and compaſlion towards -incevſin 
ſinners, the conſtant companiens of your zeal. Our blef L 
ſed Saviour being angry at ſome perſons, grieved becauſe of _- 
the hardneſs of vheir hearts. And he Wwepr when he ſawen- Luk. 19.40. 
dangered fernſalem, againſt which he had thundred out 
many a threatning. 2eſes alſo, though often fire-hot for Ex09.32-19. 
God, yet the meekeſt man upon earth. David likewiſe was Nv-73-3- 
cool, when Shimei carſed him, but all on a flame, when 2 Szm. 16.19. 
Galiah blaſphemed God. Do you not remember how our . 1 Sam-17. 26, 
Saviour blameth thoſe zealots, who would have fire forth- Evk9. 54,55: 
with to come from keaven, to conſume thoſe who diſreſpeted _ 
them> And herein Simeox and Z:44i miſſed it much in falling | "nag 41 
ſo foul upon the Shechemites, in which. regard their dying my;35 72. 
father thus expreſſeth his great diſlike of their heat, Cxr/ſed 11s ſoris cxerce 
be their anger, for it was fierce, and their Wrath for it Was Diſcypti- 
craell. This bitter zeal or envy (as the Apoſtle James ex- |» ba gt 
preſleth it) is no marrer of g/or2,but of ſhame rather. There ,,,j,, ;n meme, 
is great need of this caution to be given unto all Chriſtians, ut rewecands *- 
viz, that they mingle not their own ſmoaky fire with Divine perverſum, tu 
flames, that their own froward paſſions do not mix with the ſe 9499; 50n | 
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The PraZfice of Ztal perſwaded. 
ſparks of holy zcal : and herein Miniſters eſpecially in their 
warm reproofs,' ſhould rake heed, that (as the Proverb is) 
vice doth not rebuke fin, | | 
VIII: Adde bumility ( as a means of meekneſs alſo) to 
naw zeal. The pride of 7chn diſgraced his zeal. Come (faith 
1e to fehonadab ) and fee my zeal for the Lord. The Prophet 
Iſaiah intimating mens aptneſs to imaginethat the may be 
covered #nd kept warm by their ews parks, tejleth us, that 
fuch fball lie down in ſhame. And doubtleſs, priding our 
ſelves in our zealivould be well prevented, if we did duly 
conſider the manifold defe&s and corrupt mixtures of our 
higheſt and pureſt hear. Was nor this cacitly taughr by that 
charge given by the Lord? Aaron ſball burn incenſe ever) 
morniry, when he arc (ſeth the lamps he ſhall burn inceuſe. Our 
beſt burning lights do need ſnuffing that they may burn more 
clear, and our moſt zealous ſervices need ſweetning by the 
incenſe of Chriſts interceſſion, and therefore when men put 
on zeal as a garment, they ſhould alſo be cloathed with hu- 
mility. 
IX. Laſtly, Let: your zeal ( being ordered accordins to 
all the rules forementioned) be crowned wth conſtancy. 7: 
& goed (faith the Apoſtle) ro be zealonſly affeftid alwaies ina 
00d thing, and not only When 1 am preſent with you. This was 
the charge of the Lord, The fire ſhall ever be burning wpon the 
Altar, it ſhalt never gooxut. The abatements of holy heat are 


| bigbly diſpleaſing to Chrift. 7 have ſomewhat againſt thee, 


(ſaith he tothe Angel of the Church of Zphefws) becanſe thon 
baſt left thy ff love. What husband ts not troubled at the 
coolings of his wifes affeftions towards him > Yea incon- 
ſtancy argueth herein hypocrifte. Their hearts Were nt 
right, neither were they ſteadfaſt. And queſttonleſs, the ut- 
ter loſs of zeal, doth demonſtrate that people were never 
truly zealous. As our Saviour giveth this aſſurance, that 
the ſmoaking flax ſhall not be quenched. SO Solomon telleth us, 
that fire ſaith nor, It is enough, The fire will burn, and 
burn while it finderh matter combuſtible co feed opon. And 
will there (think you) ever be time on earth when a _ 
TY | ian 


"The Prafiice of Zeal prrſwaded, = 
tian ſhall-meet with no.evil in ſelf, or others, to be oppoled, 
or with no- good, in reference to. God, ſelf, or others, to 
be cheriſhed and maintained? There is, certainly as much 
reaſon to perſwade progreſs, as entrance into a- zealous 


courſe. Yea the lengthening of our lives, with the enlarge- 


ments of Gods goodneſs: towards ns, ſhould augment the 
heat of our loves to his Highneſs in all matters wherein his 
lory is concerned. The candle flameth forth more, 2 little 
efore it goeth out. Things move moſt ſwiftly, when near- 
eſt unto theif center. In Jacob, Moſes, Foſhna,.David, Pani, 
and the bleſſed Martyrs; grace was moſt vigorous w 

they were ready to leave this world. Anditis reaſonable, 
that thoſe who are upon the borders of eternity, ſhould 
flame forth reſpe&ts unto God, with whom they expe ere- 
long to be in everlaſting glory. Continue therefore holy 
zeal burning in your lives, that your ſouls may with ſpiri- 

tuall warmth depart out of your bodies, into heaven. 
Now for the concluſion of this my Diſcourſe, which 
concerneth all, I crave leave to ſpeak a few words unto you 
Right Honourable and Right Worſhipfull, che Lord Mayor 
and Aldermen of this Renowned City, Ze you zealons. This 
Sermon, upon this ſubjeR, /Feah, 1 earn purpoſely to 
heat your hearts,” to heightdh your Teſolutions, and to 
ſtrengthen your hands in the zealous diſcharging of the ſe- 
verall duties incumbent upon you, in the reſpective places 
of honour and power with which God hath truſted you. 
Conſider I pray you wherein your ſtrength lieth, and love 
God abundantly, and ſerve God zealouſly therewith more 
and mare... I cannot, .I.need-nottett you; ettherrthe extent 
of your Authority, or the neceſſary concernments of this 
City, which call for your zeal, both in regard of erroneous 
opinions, with evil practices to be diſcountenanced, and in 
reſpect of holy Worſhips, with the begun work of Refor- 
mation,to be incouraged. But give me leave to lay before you 
the example of famous Nehemiah for your imitation in mat- 
ter of zeal. Though I may not dilare upon that excellent Hi- 
ſtory (which is well worth.our peruſall and conſideration) 
yet 
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yet I humbly and heartily intreat you,” to. make” billy-your | 

parcern for zeal, 'in reference I 
* x,” To'the Sabbath, that it may.not be profaned. - . -- - 
2. "To ſacred Ordinances, thacthey may be frequented... 

' 3- "And to rightly-conſtitated' Miniſters, that they may 
every way be duly incouraged, $A By 
© Your conſcientious zea/oxs care in theſe matters, will 
give you efteem' with "God, will gain you credit among 
. Fon een, and willprocure you inward peace and: cotnfort; 
oth while:you live, and when you die. The Lord grant 


-unto you the praQtice 'and priviledges of this zeal, throug 
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